WCC Hamilton Temple - AGM
Steering Committee Agenda 2012/13
1) Welcome – Janice
2) Call to Order
3) Collection and Validation of Proxies
4) Reminder of rules (while Proxies are being collected and validated)

A church should be a spiritual thing, concerned with learning and the enlightenment of
the soul. Yet these souls are housed in bodies, and the bodies, too, require tending. To that end,
The Wiccan Church of Canada has incorporated within the province of Ontario in the country of
Canada. The By-Laws that are set forth herein can ensure the proper governing of the temporal
body of the Church. But do not read these Laws as the entirety of the Church. These laws will
allow the Church and its members to grow, but they cannot cause such growth. Only thought and
love can serve such a purpose.


All speakers must remain courteous and as concise as possible.



One speaker at a time (side discussions or dialogues are discouraged, please hear the speaker out)



Interruptions are not recognized by the Chair.



All questions and concerns must be addressed by speaker or Chair



Before any motion is stated by the Chair members may suggest modification of the motion;
the mover can modify as he pleases, or even withdraw the motion without consent of the
seconded; if mover modifies, the seconded can withdraw the second.

5) Prior years AGM minutes to be read by Secretary

6) Reports from:


Chair – Kim



Treasurer – Mara – yearly report



Committees - James: re PPD

7) New Business:
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8) Elections of Officers: Chair, Secretary, Treasurer

a)

Nomination & second

b)

Acceptance by nominee

c)

Any other nominations

d)

Voting or acceptance by acclimation

e)

Counting of ballots, as necessary

9) Election of Members at Large: same procedure as above

Note: all positions need to proceed through all the steps even if the incumbent is willing to stay another year.
10) Close of Meeting by (new) Chair
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Wiccan Church of Canada: Hamilton Temple
Annual General Meeting.

March 23, 2013.

Call to Order: 4:32 pm. (EDST)

1) Welcome By Janice:











Began the meeting by thanking everyone for coming to the Annual General
Meeting.
Stating that it was a great turn out and looking forward to great communication
and getting through the business at hand.
Introduced Richard James, as the High Priest of the Wiccan Church of Canada,
great star presents, really great to see him out and maybe we can get him out for
ritual soon. And Daniel Fallows one of the Priests of the Toronto Temple and he
does come out to Hamilton on occasion... and the Chair of the Steering
Committee in Toronto.
Janice wanted to mention before the meeting started, that there were a lot of
rumours and stuff floating around the community and not just within the
community but outside the community. It has populated into any areas. Asked if
anyone has anything they are curious about that either she, or George, or
someone from Steering Committee to alleviate and raise any points they are
concerned with or confused about. She started with the rumour concerning the
validity of the Church.
Janice gave the example of the Church is not valid as we are not incorporated. It
has lapsed and it is not true.
Paul Niziol asked for a clarification about the charter, people who go to both the
AGMs of Toronto and Hamilton, can they vote in one or both.
Janice stated that they can vote in both. If they are members.
Requested that window be opened by Red.

2) Chair – Kim Hornby called the meeting to order, and asked for proxies be
given forth.
3) Collection of proxies:




Mara had 4 proxies – one each from Al and Lorie Baker. And recorder into the
minutes. Two (2 x Baker,) proxies didn’t count as they didn’t attend a
service/worship; they (Lorie and Al Baker) attended a class.
Mara disputed the claim saying it does not say so in the bylaws.
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Corrected by Janice and Kim – bylaws specifically state a worship service. George
believed it was 12.2, but Kim corrected him that it was under voting, to which Janice
specified 6.3.1.

6.3.1: Determination of Membership within a Member-Temple:
A member of a Member-Temple will be a person who:
a) has signed the Membership book of the Member-Temple, thus committing
him/herself to the Articles of Faith of the Church.
b) has not subsequently asked that his/her name be stricken from the book; and
c) not had his/her membership terminated by the Priesthood of the Member—
Temple for inappropriate behavior. Such termination shall be subject to appeal at
a general meeting of the said Member-Temple.
d) has attended worship at the Member-Temple at least once within the last three
months.
Mara agreed this was correct once she saw the actual wording, and commented
that it had to be a, b, c, and d. To which the answer was yes.











Kim stated that the proxy from Raiwvynn Dusana (Renee Thompson) was not valid
as she did not sign the book.
This was disputed by Mara saying the book was not present for her to sign.
Kim stated it was there two weeks ago, and Janice confirmed the book was indeed
here at the Temple.
Comments came forward that the book was present as Jeff stated he signed the
book.
Mara disputed the invalidation saying the book wasn’t there, to which Kim said the
book was here. Mara stated that she had asked me where the book was and I said I
didn’t know.
Kim stated she had the book and Raiwvynn did not ask or talk to her (Kim) to sign
the book.
Lesley (?) Stated that the secretary was supposed to have the book. To which Kim
stated that there was nothing in the Bylaws stating who should have the book.
Janice asked what she – Raiwvynn came out for. Kim said it was for class not
worship. Janice stated that the proxy was invalid.
Kim stated that Leo Nelson’s proxy declared valid.
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Kim received a proxy from Nicole Cornish for Aaren Mills, Kim suggested the proxy
was invalid as she is less than 30 days. However, Janice requested that it be declared
valid as she had attended two worship services and signed the book
Richard James held the proxy for Heather Wright = declared valid.

Call for any other proxies? None were added.
4) Reminder of Rules: Kim wanted to remind everyone of the rules:
A church should be a spiritual thing, concerned with learning and the enlightenment
of the soul. Yet these souls are housed in bodies, and the bodies, too, require tending. To
that end, The Wiccan Church of Canada has incorporated within the province of Ontario in the
country of Canada. The By-Laws that are set forth herein can ensure the proper
governing of the temporal body of the Church. But do not read these Laws as the entirety
of the Church. These laws will allow the Church and its members to grow, but they cannot cause
such growth. Only thought and love can serve such a purpose.
 All speakers must remain courteous and as concise as possible.
 One speaker at a time (side discussions or dialogues are discouraged, please hear
the speaker out.)
 Interruptions are not recognized by Chair.
 All questions and concerns must be addressed by the speaker or Chair.
 Before any motion is stated by the chair members may suggest modifications of the
motion; the mover can modify as he pleases, or even withdraw the motion without
consent of the seconded; if mover modifies, the seconded can withdraw the second.

5) Reading of 2012 AGM Minutes: Prior years AGM minutes was read by the
Secretary.




Jeff asked what he had seconded, in the minutes; it was explained that Bella had
nominated Marlyn as Member at Large and he (Jeff) 2nd the nomination.
Janice asked about the figures for the ending bank statement, came to $1083.80.
Mara commented that it just means we have 4 months worth of rent, and that
was for March 31st 2011.

Kim asked if there were any other questions before we accept the minutes.



Andy asked if there had to be a motion from the Chair to accept. The answer
was no.
Janice asked Mara if she was going to give the information requested. To which
Mara stated that no one had asked her, she said that at a meeting 2 weeks later
for a clarification that no one had asked. Janice stated that it needs to be noted
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that Mara will not be forwarding the information. Mara said the information can
be forthcoming if it is still wanted. She figured it was a moot point, to which
Janice stated she still wanted the information. Mara stated she will submit the
information if the community so desires it. Janice stated that she was not at the
meeting and would like to have the information there as part of the record.

 It was asked what Mara would be submitting and Mara said it was the Nuance
report to which Janice corrected her that she wanted the speech Mara gave.
Mara stated there was no speech to submit, and Mara wanted Janice to read her
the email that stated she was going to provide ...***It should be noted that I

have asked for a written copy of the speech given for this minute
transcript so it can be added. As of May 21, 2012, this speech has not
been received***










Janice had an email dated May 7, stating that Mara owed her info. Janice stated
that Mara emailed Bella stating...”I owe you info.” Janice stated that she was not
at the meeting and that Bella was waiting for it as she had to post the minutes. I
(Bella,) said to Mara that it was a beautiful speech. Mara protested saying it was
not a speech that it was off-the-cuff, but if we wanted her to put it together a
year later, she would be more than happy too. To which I (Bella) said yes please.
Mara agreed to do so...with certainly.
Leslie ask a general question, since she was not at the meeting, if there is a
disagreement about what was said at the meeting, don’t both sides have to
noted in the minutes about the disagreement of the minutes.
Mara stated yes.
Chair – Kim commented that the minutes had been posted as requested so any
disagreements could be posted on the website and added to this years minutes,
and there was no disagreements on the website.
Janice stated that Bella had been worried about posting by a certain date and
added the statement because she wanted to post by the date required.
Marlyn explained that last year we had a white board set up, so that those
putting forth motions, or additions, or anything, was written down word for
word and those who put forth the motion; they gave the stamp of approval over
whether or not that was exactly what they were saying. So there is no
misinterpretation of how that motion was put down, it was written on the white
board, and it was not recorded until the person making the motion was satisfied
with the content of that motion. We wrote it down, big white board so those
putting this forward had the opportunity to make sure that what they were
offering was clarified.
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Chair Kim stated that the minutes were posted as they were just read, and there
was no disagreement put forward in the website.
Mara stated that there was no disagreement as Mara had asked the Elf was told
not to do so.
Janice stated that since the Elf decided not to, that there was no objection.
Mara stated regardless the minutes needed to be voted on.
Chair asked if someone would put forth a motion.
Deborah asked if we could amend the minutes, just now making those
corrections - Charitable status comment made by Mara is in dispute.

Motion put forth by ANDY:
Andy’s Motion: Those portions of the minutes that Mara disputed be marked as
‘in dispute,’ concerning the words “trusted in concern to WCC Priesthood” and
the comment about “charitable status” are in dispute. 2nd by Deborah.
 Vote…In Favour = 17 yes…..

And it passed.

Motion put forth by JEFF:
Jeff’s Motion: For the minutes be accepted with the amendments to be added,
2nd by Debbie A.
 Vote ...In Favour = 21; Opposed = 0
Motion passed.








Mara stated that the agenda needed to be approved for the meeting.
Chair stated that we had no request to do so. Janice pointed out that Mara’s request
was the request.
Mara just read through the whole thing and commented that new business was usually
at the end after all the positions had been voted on. If the community specifically
wanted a vote, Mara would like new Business move to the end where it normally lives.
James commented that is how it was done last year.
It was agreed that it was done last, last year. To which, Mara asked if she needed to
make a motion or accept it.
Marlyn pointed out that in Steering Committee Meetings, New business is usually after
the reports. There is no given policy to where it should go. It is her opinion that New
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Business should be dealt with by the existing committee, since they are the experience
one who would more than likely be able to answer any questions.
Mara asked if anyone objected. Leslie stated she has not been to an AGM, but it has
been her experience that New Business comes later and that the members of the
committees will still be here to answer any questions.
Janice pointed out that former members can still put forward motions that can be put
on record.
As a technicality, Mara would like to see new business at the end, would make a formal
motion and vote.

Motion put forth by Mara:
Mara’s Motion: That the item #7 - New Business on the agenda for the 2013 AGM
be moved to the last item of business, after the election of the new steering
committee. 2nd by Janice.
In Favour of motion to moving: 9;

Those Opposed 13.

Motion opposed.
6) Reports From:
Chair – Kim Hornby.
Wiccan Church of Canada
Hamilton Temple
2012/2013 Annual General Meeting
Chair Report
First and foremost, I want to say thank you. It has been my pleasure to serve the community in
capacity as chair. It is for the love of the Gods, this community and the people within as well as
the High Priesthood and the other priesthood that serve that I agreed to stand for election for
this past term. I sincerely believe that as a Temple in Their Service we can accomplish greater
good by working together
I would like to thank my fellow Steering Committee Members for their assistance this past year
and especially our Secretary, Bella for her tireless effort in keeping track of things.
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We’ve attracted some wonderful additions to the Temple in the past year and had a number of
Dedications. The dedications are always such a pleasure to witness and participate in. And we
are always happy for new faces and fresh ideas
We continue to provide positive benefits not only for the greater Hamilton Pagan Community
but the Hamilton Community in General and that is something to be proud of. Our numbers
may not be large but I believe our hearts are
During PPD we managed to raise 600 lbs. of Food and $300 for Foodshare on behalf of PPD and
the Hamilton Temple. Our total to date from last*** AGM has been around 800-900 lbs. which
is down from last year. I would like to point out that huge thanks must go to Red for her
tireless efforts in spearheading the Foodshare drive as well as the other community efforts.
***Question asked of PPD FoodShare Co-ordinator Marlyn King...aka Red, of actual
poundage....800 close to 900.
In addition for our Yule Efforts for the community we once again chose two different charities
to support. Our focus this year returned to the Women’s shelter Interval House where we were
able to file up gift boxes for 11 women, 5 girls and 8 boys as well as provide a number of gift
cards, books, bags and other sundries for the House as well as some items for the staff to enjoy.
In addition we also decided to continue our support for the Children of Christmas pasts where a
gift of choice for seniors who may otherwise not have something to celebrate. We chose the
name of a Crone and a Sage from a tree located in one of the local senior’s residents. Our
Crone, Monique requested a gift of flannel sheets for her bed and our Sage, Richard, requested
running shoes. We were able to provide good quality items for both with the money raised on
their behalf
We also were able raise some additional funds towards rent/supplies through two fund raisers
in addition to our donations. The first being PPD and I will let James speak to that in his
upcoming report regarding the WCC table at PPD. The other was at the annual Toronto Yule
Auction which the Toronto Steering Committee kindly allowed us to provide some items for
auction and the net proceeds from the sale of those items were given to us. We raised
approximately $469 from the Auction
Finally we continue to support the broader Pagan Community and in Particular Hamilton Pagan
Pride Day. As always our members are active in volunteering at Hamilton Pagan Pride itself. We
also recently hosted the February Hammertown Pagan Pub Moot and helped to raise $265
towards PPD with Janice’s wonderfully hosted Pagan Trivia. Although people were a little
reluctant at first with it, by the end people were really enjoying themselves and found that
everything is not as easy as it seems.
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In conclusion, I would like to again thank you but at the same time point out that despite what
we have accomplished it was also a disappointing year for me. I feel that we have somehow lost
the focus we had from the previous years when we had Red steering the helm.
Thank you.

Treasurer’s Report – Mara.
 Prior to Mara giving the financial report, she was asked by Chair- Kim if
Mara remembered the 3 previous bank statements. Mara forgot.
 At this point Debbie Aide has to leave the AGM and gave her proxy to
George.
Financial Report:
WICCAN CHURCH OF CANADA
HAMILTON TEMPLE
FINANCIAL REPORT
APRIL 1, 2012 – FEBRUARY 28, 2013.
Bank balance, March 31, 2012.
REVENUE:
Yule Auction 2012
PPD 2012
General Donations**

$1,083.80.
489.00
298.00
1,876.00
2,663.20

EXPENSES:
Rent
PPD 2012
Web Domain (2 yrs)
FoodShare*

2, 426.10
152.50
60.00
115.00

Insurance and table

2,753.60
NET INCOME:

Bank Balance, February 28, 2013

-90.40

993.40
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CASH ON HAND (Feb 28, 2013)
NET CASH POSITION

145.12
$1,138.52

*FoodShare % still owing = $115
** avg. Monthly donations ...$156.

30 copies were made of this report.



Report is made for 11 months and there have not been any cheques or deposits that
have cleared for March.
$120 collected in the month of March
= $1250.52.



We still owe FoodShare money from January to December...approx.... $30.00.



Mara pointed out that we run a shortfall or $50 to $60 that we make up at PPD. The
cash flow goes up and down. Down in the summer months. Rent is $226/month. She
pointed out that we are not making a killing each month.
Andy asked about expenditures thing like wine as such as they are not on the sheet
Mara handed out. Saying that it should be a relatively high expense
Teresa volunteered to answer that, saying that during her term as Handmaiden. She
donated all the things she brought such as supplies and wine and that stuff. That stuff
came out of her pocket and it was her donation to the church.
Others Handmaidens and Fetch have done the same.
Janice interjected that Priesthood sometimes if there are special supplies pretty much
bring their own stuff, for the most part.
Mara stated that it has been the habit of the Temple for many, many years, especially in
the very lean years that the Handmaiden and Summoner have taken on the burden for
paying for supplies ...wine, incense, candle, and what have you. Often members would
find a stash of candles and bring them in. We don’t have any specific expenditure
because none of those expenses currently come out of the donations.
Janice stated that technically this is needed as it is a donation.
Andy would like to have an addendum to the report stating the ritual supplies were paid
for by the handmaiden.
Janice had a question about revenue from PPD the $298....do we take the $152.50 out
of it? Mara said No, because it was the $152.50 was taken out of the bank account prior
to PPD. The $298 is the Gross Amount we took in, and the $152.50 is the expenses.
From $298. – 152.50 we made only made $145.50. Janice asked if that still included the
60 dollars used for a float. Mara replied that the $298 is minus the $60 float for PPD.
James stated that he actually has the numbers for PPD in his report.
Lesley mentions that some teachers mention that classes are free, but that rent has to
be paid. She wanted to know if we can ask if before class or ritual, that people be told
where to leave the donations, as she forgets. She was wondering if before rituals the
teacher could say where to leave the donations.
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Paul S. interjected that at the end of each ritual with the announcements it is mentioned
about classes and rituals being free, and to leave donations on the altar.
At Laney’s dedication the announcement was made in the ritual area while people
where in the here...(the class room) and it was difficult to get out because of all the
confusion.
Janice pointed out that Laney’s dedication was an unusual situation and the
announcement is done before everyone disperses. Everyone is told to leave it on the
altar, but you are dead right about it not being mentioned at class. There should be a
jar or something for the donations.
Lesley mentioned that some people can stay for class but not ritual. Others are there for
ritual but not for class.
This comment was repeated by Deborah.
Some stated that the Steering Committee would be better to mention this than the
teacher.
Andy stated that he as priesthood doesn’t want to feel as if he is pressuring somebody
to give money. He wants them to donate but he doesn’t want to pressure them.
Drew suggested that instead of pressuring anyone, why not just put out a donation jar
with a sign on it, that way whoever is running the class or the ritual doesn’t have to feel
that kind of pressure.
James said that since we usually need either the Handmaiden or the Summoner here to
open to the cupboard for the markers for the white board and things, maybe that’s
something that whichever member of Temple staff is here can take care of it.
Deborah said that way afterwards it’s safely locked away as well.
Jeff volunteered to supply wine...
Robb asked if this would be considered under new business suggestions for donations.
Mara asked if there were any more questions about the financial statements as
presented.
Janice said we recently got all the paper work from the bank statement and thank you
very much for getting those. She was quite surprised that there were two accounts. A
savings account and a chequing account.
Mara said that was correct as there is. There was only a chequing account since she set
it up. According to banking rules, since, she, Mara has signing authority she cannot do
any transactions on the chequing account. So when she had to add new staff etc, they
(the Credit Union) opened up the savings account temporarily and stuck the money in
there.
Janice asked who has signing authority on that savings account, to which Mara stated
the same people has authority. It was the same account.
Janice asked why no one was told about it. Mara said she closed the account as soon as
she found out about it.
Janice stated that Mara has made a deposit for PPD into the Savings account on 10, 16,
2012, and things didn’t get transferred over until the 27 th of December.
Mara agreed. Because that was the date she found out about the account, when she
was putting together stuff. She ordered the Savings account to be closed, and the
account stands at $0.00.
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Janice asked who at the Credit Union authorized that? To which Mara stated that no
one at the Credit Union authorized it. One of the tellers at the Credit Union opened the
account.
Janice stated that if someone wants to make a deposit, some teller is not going to
randomly open a savings account for them, and put the money in there.
Mara said yes, that does happen.
Janice stated she wished to have that in writing from the Credit Union that they do in
fact do this. And that it can be added to the minutes. To which Mara said unbelievable.
Gloria responded that it had happened to her.
Janice said that was fine but she still wanted it in writing.
Mara added she would also get in writing that as a signing authority she Mara had no
access to the account. Mara wanted it clear that it was a banking law.
Janice stated that she wanted something to state that is was done by the Credit Union.
Mara stated that under the system the account number is the same, and that one could
open up a chequing, savings or line of credit and it would all be under the same number.
So when you get the paperwork for that number you get all the information. And that is
how she Mara figured it out, because when they gave her the December statement
suddenly she saw it.
Janice asked when it was first opened. Mara answered that it should have been the
date it was opened. Janice was wondering if money was transferred over as she did not.
Mara said it was opened October 16th and close, and it will be added to the minutes.
Mara “Lord, love a duck.”

Mara asked if there were any other questions.







Richard James asked, donations are collected and someone says at the end of circle
...announcements, and someone puts money on the table than if you are not there can
you get it out of the white board lock-up and take it and deposit in the bank? Mara
answered No.
Mara said the way the system currently works is that all the money is deposited into the
little box in front of Kim. There is a little book inside the box and two members sign off,
so if Mara is not physically there, and Paul as Summoner and Bella as Handmaiden
collect the money off the altar, they count it together and put it in (the box) and add it
to the book. When Mara takes money out for a deposit it is double initialed. Some time
she sits down with Kim or Bella and there are two people we count out the money and it
goes into the account. The book is updated and it all goes into the cupboard. They only
people who she (Mara) knows have a key are the Handmaiden and the Summoner.
Janice said she has a key as a back-up.
Mara told Richard that is the way it is controlled and watched.

Mara asked if there was anything else.



George said he was confused and asked if the report was the yearly report; and asked
are they not supposed to get quarterly reports?
Mara said, no.
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George said the bylaws said we are.
To which Mara said we are also supposed to meet quarterly.
Normally you meet on-line, to which Mara answered we haven’t.

Janice stated that that can be added to new business.
Mara asked if there were any more questions and asked that the financial report be accepted.
As it is written.

Jeff’s Motioned and 2nd by Shannon.
Jeff’s Motion: That the financial report be accepted.
All those in Favour of acceptance:
Yes: Unanimous.

****Robb put forth the motion that they have a leg stretcher before the meeting
continues****
Agreed! 5 minute break taken. (01:31:30 actual start time...01:34:46)

Pagan Pride Day 2012 Report
Prepared by James Carter, Head of Pagan Pride Day Subcommittee
Presented to the Steering Committee of the Hamilton Temple of the Wiccan Church of Canada
23rd March 2013

Notes on the Day:










I’m very pleased with how well PPD went
Everyone had a good time
The weather was beautiful
We had lots of happy smiling faces behind the table at all times
The table looked amazing! Excellent presentation of merchandise
Thanks go out to George for silk-screening the WCC banners for the table
Many thanks to the people who volunteered their time to stay behind the table
Thanks to Kim for arranging the insurance as I could not organize it due to my work schedule
Many thanks to the people who donated items for the table – Carolyn, Dawn, Robb, Kim
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PPD was not as profitable this year due to an unexpected expense (insurance), but we still made
a profit
Someone (Kim?) mentioned that Drew Maddison knew of cheaper insurance and I will be
checking into this
The new location was fantastic – we were on the inside of the festival circle (unlike last year)
and the corner site worked out very well. Once again the PPD people have made it possible for
us to be next to Hamilton FoodShare.
I think we should have 200 or 250 brochures next year as we ran out this year
Would we like to consider doing Pagan Pride Brantford in 2014? We’ve had regulars from that
area in the past (Laura, the Carsons...) It’s a bit late for Brantford 2013, but we can start
planning now....
Pagan Pride 2013 will be on Sunday 15th September
Total sales for 2013: $298.00

PPD Assets






1 2’*4’ folding table, at Mara’s
1 6’ folding table, at Kim’s
1 blue 9’ * 9’ folding tent, at Mara’s
1 plastic cash box, at Mara’s
At Nicole’s in PPD bin:
o 2 brown tablecloths
o Several silk-screened WCC banners
o Large sword and chalice banner
o White lacy fabric for tent walls
o Unsold PPD stock
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Stock Brought to PPD












James and Nicole’s stained glass
o 3 Goddess symbols (two black patina, one copper)
o 3 God symbols (two black patina, one copper)
o 3 hummingbirds (green with pink, blue with pink, green with red)
o 2 jagged triangle Elemental bars
o 1 dove
o 3 large pentacles (two Elemental with clear background, one green with cloudy
background)
o 1 Hecate wheel
o 7 small pentacles (blue with black background, Elemental with black background,
red with black background, blue with cloudy background, three Elemental with clear
background)
One box of 10 rolls of charcoal, from James
Old stained glass from previous PPD from Mara
o 3 straight triangular Elemental bars (two black patina, one silver)
o 6 straight Elemental bars (three black, three silver)
o 4 quarter triangles
Old boxes from previous PPD, from Robb
o One with dragons
o One with chalice and blade
o One with flying dragon
o One with Celtic knot
Old misc. Items from previous PPD, from Carolyn
o 32 pieces of tumbled jet
o 1 round wooden box with agate lid
o 2 semi-precious puzzle ring sets
o 18 assorted cut semi-precious stones
o 1 dichroic glass pendant
o 1 intarsia pendant with ruby in zoisite matrix
o 1 Tibetan pendant with lapis lazuli, turquoise, and red jasper
o 2 large bags of mugwort
o 8 small bags of mugwort
o 1 ceramic bowl with pentagrams
3 Framed digital artworks from Kim
Colouring books from Don and Red
o 17 First Edition
o 18 Second Edition
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Sales for PPD 2013
The exact breakdown of sales as they occurred is as follows:
Colouring Book Vol 2 - 1 at $5.00
Stained glass hummingbird - 1 at $5.00
Large stained glass pentacle - 1 at $30.00
Stained glass hummingbird - 1 at $5.00
Jet - 2 at $2.00 total $4.00
Small stained glass pentacle - 1 at $20.00
Stained glass triple moon - 1 at $20.00
Charcoal tablets - 1 at $2.00
Colouring Book vol. 2 - 1 at $5.00
Large stained glass pentacle - 1 at $30.00
Small stained glass pentacle - 1 at $20.00
Charcoal tablets - 2 at $2.00, total $4.00
Small bags of mugwort - 2 at $0.25, total $0.50
Large bag of mugwort - 1 at $5.00
Colouring Book Vol 2 - 1 at $5.00
Jet - 2 at $2.00, total $4.00
Small bag of mugwort - 1 at $0.25
Charcoal tablets - 1 at $2.00
Small stained glass pentacle - 1 at $20.00
Charcoal tablets - 2 at $2.00, total $4.00
Charcoal tablets - 1 at $2.00
Small stained glass pentacle - 1 at $20.00
Small bags of mugwort - 5 at $0.25, total $1.25
Jet - 1 at $2.00
Pendant - 1 at $25.00
Small stained glass pentacle - 1 at $20.00
Charcoal tablets - 1 at $2.00
Charcoal tablets - 2 at $2.00, total $4.00
Loose cut stones - 6 at $1.00, total $6.00
Small stained glass pentacle - 1 at $20.00
Stained glass hummingbird - 1 at $5.00
Total: $298.00
We had a float of $60.00, so at the end of the day the cash box held $358.00.
Our proceeds, then, were $298.00. Subtract $50.00 for the registration fee and $102.00 for the
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insurance, and we're looking at net earnings of $146.00.

Further sales breakdowns:
Stained glass -12 sold, total $215.00
Jewellery – 1 sold, total $25.00
Charcoals – 10 sold, total $20.00
Stones – 5 jet, 6 cut stones, total $16.00
Colouring books – 3 of Volume 2, total $15.00
Herbs – 1 large bag, 8 small bags, total $7.00
Total: $298.00

Brochures:
Nicole and I brought 86 pamphlets, and Kim brought an additional 25, so we handed out a total of 111
pamphlets and ran out before the day was out. I advise that we have over 200 next time.

Additional notes/questions:






Included in the minutes is a list of supplies and where they are located, from tents, to
screens, and stock, as well as what everything sold for.
Janice asked about the stained glass that came from Mara’s sister. Mara said it was her
donation to the Temple.
Drew as co-ordinator of PPD on behalf of the committees, he would like to thank the
Temple for their leadership, experience and support that they have given over the years
and continue to give. Thank you for all the fund raising and showing up and having
booths, and taking on the Food drive. They really appreciate all the Temple members
have done for Pagan Pride Day. ...and they are always looking for more volunteers.
Drew mentioned that the city contacted him afterwards over a cheaper insurance.
Pearson Dun Insurance approximately $50.00 or half of what we had paid.

7) New Business
 Richard James stated that: Arising from the reading of the minutes, there was a
good bit of discussion in there about Bylaws. And on behalf of the Board of
Directors, he would like to say if anybody, particularly the Steering Committee
here wants to come up with suggested bunch of changes to the bylaws...by all
means get the list to any of the members of Board of Directors. They will have
a meeting and go over them.
18

 If we can figure out the reasoning behind the changes, we will seriously consider
it.
 Janice stated that she was for Hamilton is on the Board of Directors and easily
accessible.
 James brought up the question of 2014 PPD. We do have people who come
from Brantford and it is a great event.
 Paul M. said anyway to raise money for the Temple
 George stated that it is a fun little weekend.
 Nicole asked if we can do this 2013 year, but it was considered to be too little
time.

James put forth the motion that we get ready and participate in the 2014
Brantford PPD.
James’s Motion: That James moves that we have a table and booth at the Pagan
Pride Day for 2014 in Brantford. 2nd by Janice.
In Favour: Unanimous.






Leslie stated that there was discussion of quarterly meeting and confusion over
quarterly meetings. And she has a motion in regards to the bylaws, in this case
bylaw 7.4.5.
It is that she Leslie move that the Steering Committee hold as per the quarterly
meetings and as for the minutes of the 2012 AGM have these minutes posted on
the forum site.
Because last year the minutes said everything would be on the forum site and
then everyone said it happened on-line. So it looks like something that
happened last year didn’t happen.

Leslie’s Motions: That the Steering Committee if we say the bylaws are valid that
in adherence to and as per the minutes of the 2012 AGM, that the minutes of
these meeting be published on the forum site.
2nd by Marlyn....
 Andy would like the phrase minimum quarterly meetings. If the Steering
Committee decides to meet monthly or Sabbatical
2nd by Marlyn...
19

 Vote: All were in Favour.
***The Steering Committee Meeting minutes are in fact already on the WCC
Forum on the page marked Hamilton Temple Business. Leslie has been directed to
the site to get the information***

Deborah’s Motion: That a donation jar or bin of some form be put in a prominent
place for class and ritual and that the Summoner and Handmaiden be responsible
to put it out and retrieve it as per class and worship.
2nd by Dawn Carson...
 Vote: All those in favour = Unanimous.
Chair: Kim asked for any other new business....



Christopher Witecki: asked if it would be okay to give feed-back? Kim said that would
be fine.
Chris: Has a few comments, which may be controversial, because few things are not
controversial. He wanted to give everyone his impressions of being here for the last few
weeks. He has gone through 2 deaths and 1 diagnosis and it kind of made him think a
lot. Whenever this sort of thing happens you one looks to a theological reason for the
things in life and pull your strength from what happen. This has given him time to think
of Wicca, and witchcraft and what Wicca means to him.
And so forth, there are some really positive stuff and some amazing charity work going
on, and very impressed by the amount that is accomplished by a small group of people.
This has lead to the realization that this is more of a pagan church than a church of
Wicca. Not that there is anything wrong with it. That direction needs to be decided, as
well as what is Wicca and what is not, and were we go forward in the future if that is the
direction to expand into. Is it to the general area or to the witchcraft area and where
we go in the future? For him seeking out things that are Wiccan, that was a bit of a
surprise to him. It has

Kim said it would be best if our High Priestess speaks to that or Richard answered this
question.
Richard response:
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Thirty years ago or more than that, there wasn’t a pagan community anywhere
above or visible. And the one experience that was just starting to happen was in
various places in the United States, people started to do what they called, “outer
court,” for their Wiccan coven. That was fine and so the first kind of paganism that
poked it’s little leaf above the ground. Back in the spring of the dawn of time, just
happened to be a group of Wiccans, and so they called itself the Wiccan Church of
Canada; just because that is where it came from, however in the 35 odd years we
just grown from our Wiccan beginnings to this. At the time there was no such thing
as Asatru, or a visible Druid group. People came to us and wanted some times a
Wiccan experience, and wanted to do a Celtic worship and wanted to do things in a
Celtic way. You are correct we are a just a group of wiccans and it is an accident of
nature that we got our name.

Chris Witecki replied:

***Information needed.

See end of minutes (page 42)-K.H.

 Think there is nothing wrong with it, to be a general pagan organization, and sure it
is something very much needed. But like Richard had said times have change and
paganism with it, there isn’t just a Wiccan group there are many. They are going to
be attending( get Name from Chris)...... and the Lord of the Forest...camp

ground... **** Get correct information, Names etc...




It is one of the events that is going on. If Wicca is only a small part of that should we
own up to that and flesh it out. He has other Wiccan friends who are Gardnerian
and they have a different perspective... about the afterlife, and when they ask about
the WCC what do you believe about reincarnation, what do you believe about what
happens after death? Who are your Gods? What is your Pantheon, and that sort of
stuff? And for family stuff, do you believe in God and what do you believe after you
die? Do we have answers, and that diversity can be good and a balance of that
diversity is good. ... It needs to be fleshed out.
Chris, went on to name various Wiccan groups...there are so many groups, and if this
is going to be a place for those to meet? I am a traditional Wiccan, but I did find it
surprising that there are only bits and pieces of it and not in the forefront as with
the name. As a newcomer, it is not the 70’s anymore, but it’s totally different now.

George said he would answer this:


The way he describes the Hamilton WCC is: we are the equivalent of the Christian
Unitarians. We are very open and accepting, and the reason we don’t have many
groups coming in, is we have invited them, but they don’t come. We invited other
groups and they never did come out. There are a couple of Asatru people he has asked
out, but they never did. I know a Gardnerian Priestess and George said that she would
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come out and they never did. There have been various groups he has talked to.
Someone he has talked to are The Wicca-monialist = Ralph and his lovely lady, she
identifies as a Ceremonialist Wiccan. They have come out and done some amazing
rituals which remind him, he needs to give them a call. We do a number of streams; the
WCC Hamilton Temple is a clearing house.
Chris, seeks more of a definition a better definition of the other traditions, they are a
few main ones. New people always look for something to grab and hold onto. To digest
and start learning a new path. It can be difficult and unless they have done years of
reading it is difficult to decide where to point their arrow to. Just like you (George) said
there are so many groups, if we make it easier to find and make a connection that would
be good.

Janice response:
 She hears what he is saying and we need to talk about for days… she acknowledges that
we can talk about as a group several times as it is a pretty loaded topic. It is minuted
and (to) have additional classes other than a standard Saturday class and go on to
explore all of these things and talk about it.
Drew added:
 There are two venues in the Hamilton area. The pub moot which is held every month is
a venue to find connections to Gardnerians …looking for Gardnerians, you will find a
couple at the moots. Another thing that they are trying to do throughout the year is
turn Pagan Pride into more than a one day thing. We are looking at other venues where
we can do things. We are looking at doing a forest walk, or whatever people want. Just
like George has problems getting people to come out to the Temple and talk about their
traditions; we have the problem of getting people for lecture and getting to come out
into the open to talk about their traditions and have lectures. So if one is an
Alexandrian, or whatever, it is really difficult to get people to talk about their traditions
on Pagan Pride Day. This is something we have been working on and as Janice said
something that can be worked on with the communities in collaboration.
Chris mentions:
 Gwen’s family works in government, and my family works in government so we are
pretty used to government bureaucracy and that it was briefly mentioned about the
rumour about losing Charitable Status or so forth, I don’t know the official status of the
Church is at the moment, but if you are looking at getting recognized by a Government
body, they have very specific questions they want answered. Can you basically state
what it is that your people believe?
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Janice stated that stapled to the minutes is the articles of faith, which covers a lot of the articles
you were talking about.
Chris stated that he would very much like to look at that.
Paul Nail spoke:
 At one point while we were at Eco House, didn’t know if it actually went anywhere
about having a community garden, and a friend of his has told him that there a couple
of new community programs that have cropped up throughout the city; and if we can
approach them as a group, come up with some volunteers and see if we can get a
community garden done, as another part for FoodShare. He has no gardening skills
himself so he would be able to do any go for work.
Drew stated all you would need is some time to willingness to pound the soil, get it ready, plant
the seeds and water it.
Paul stated that it might be something that can be done as a group.
Deborah:
 We do have a number of community gardens as you said. You do need permission to
have them and the area you want to put them in. There are community gardens that
are specifically meant for, that are harvested for community group homes and such.
There is one on Victoria and Burlington,
Paul stated that he thought it was something for us to do as a community. You know…WCC
helps out with a little parcel of land to help out.
Paul M said something to put a name on.
Deborah pointed out that you need the land first.
Paul N. That we start to work on something like that.
Leslie:
 Instead of trying to re-invent the wheel, there’s this young kid named Oliver, and he has
Oliver’s Garden Project and this is what he does. And I bet if we as a community
approach them, they are very open to all sorts, she knows the parents and knows they
won’t freak out that we are going to burn babies and eat them and so. No worries
about that. Maybe instead of re-investing the wheel and getting stuck ourselves, we can
connect with Oliver’s Project as a Google thing and maybe connect with them ourselves
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and maybe if they are not willing they can put us in the right direction instead of trying
to figure it out all ourselves...
Deborah was saying that there are plots within the community gardens that need help. She
watched tomatoes rot on the vine.
Paul wanted us to approach them as a group to help out.
Jill stated that she seconds the motion of looking into it.
Jeff pointed out that if you are going to do anything within the city, you must go to City Hall and
get full permission to do so.

Paul’s Motion: That we look into and get involved in community gardening
through Oliver’s Garden Projects to help them out.
Vote: All in Favour – Unanimous.
Motion passed.
Kim asked if there was any other business.
Mara stated




I know this is an unhappy unpopular subject and it has come up again this year. We
need to do something to amend - not the bylaws , because we can’t amend the bylaws,
we don’t have the powers to do that, we need to amend the pattern; the way that we
have people come in to vote, and be classified as active members.
We talked about this last year and said, last year once in three (3) months is not enough,
that’s not an active member, ever twice or three times. It got sent back with an
amended version of that, The Steering Committee hasn’t had a chance to deal with it
this year so we haven’t come back with any kind of proposals, am I the only one who
thinks that someone showing up once and is that whole issue…

Janice said:
 She agreed, there needs to be something better. This year I was approached about a
month ago, by someone letting me know that there was a concerted effort going on to
pull people in to show up for circle or class once, in order to sign the book; so, they
could hand off the proxies. This has been confirmed since then by two other people
that there were particular individuals pushing for that.
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I don’t think it’s’ right that people, coming in from outside that have not been here for
five (5) to eight (8) years, show up, sign the book after attending a class and expect that
they know what is going on in this community. And that they know what’s best for the
people that are actually here every freaking week. That interact with everybody, to
push, pull people in and I have watched it all last month. All the people that have come
dribbling in, from one main area, that are coming to sign the book, once.

Mara answered - Yes.
Janice stated:
 That isn’t appropriate; I don’t think the actions’ of the person that’s drumming up this
business is appropriate.
Mara interrupted and said, “Janice means me.”
Janice answered, Yes, I do, and Mara interrupted and said why you don’t just say it. That’s
exactly what I did, and why did I do it?
Janice said again, it was unethical.
Mara stated: Totally legal.
Janice agreed:
 absolutely legal, and you (Mara,) did a disservice to the people of this community who
are hear all the time; that, put their effort in and are here to vote and keep the welfare
of this community going. Instead of you (Mara) going out and pulling people in from
hell’s half acre, so they can vote, and nullify the vote of the people who are actually
here. And I think it was unethical for you to do that and it annoys me, it hurts me that
you would do it to this community and these people. And I’m angry about it.
Mara:
 That’s cool, I’m glad. I specifically did that for that specific reason. Because last year
when I stood up…my turn okay… at the Steering Committee meeting prior to the AGM,
and said once is not enough, I was voted down by the steering Committee, at that
time. I stood up at the AGM and said, this is wrong; we had to rewrite that whole
motion several times because it got weird and wonderful all over the place. It got sent
back, to the Steering Committee to deal with this year to look at something better.
Okay. Nothing happened again and I’m watching and I’m goin, ya know, an object
lesson needs to happen here. Okay, the people I talked to have all been members
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here. Have all come out here many of them for years and have stopped for whatever
reasons, okay and it’s what three (3) people. Like this is a big deal, three people.
Janice: There are more.
Mara:
 Yah’ we’ll prove you on that. (?) Whoop to that (?) Whatever… the point I was trying to
make is regardless of who does it, it is a wrong thing to do. Whether the individual has
the best interests of the Temple at heart, or not; if you don’t come out during the year,
then you shouldn’t be classified as an active member at the AGM okay! If you come
out two (2) times and you guys have pulled that too, Debbie Aide, okay, comes out
three (3) time during the year and she has been here two (2) years in a row, twice in
the 3 months prior to the AGM. And that’s okay? That seems to okay, you know, it’s
not right.
George stated that she (Debbie A.) had been out more than Leora (Elf,) or you (Mara.)
Mara to George, that is absolutely wrong and that is a bold faced lie.
George replied: No it is not. To which Mara stated it is so.
George stated that Debbie has done ritual, you (Mara,) haven’t.
Mara said:
 That has nothing to do with doing ritual, what does that have to do with this and which
ritual?
Jill spoke and asked Mara to please put her motion in a sentence.
Mara:
 I’m trying to work it around the motion we had last year. It was…I think it is in the
minutes, and it didn’t get acted on. So do we need to re-motion that or do we need to
do something different. I’m saying this needs to be dealt with and I’m willing to do
what the community said. But it hasn’t been dealt with so the pattern is still goin on.
The pattern is still there, still available to happen ya know.
George:
 The only one who has used this pattern is you.
Mara: Right okay.
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Chair acknowledged that Andy was next to speak.
Andy stated: That he was going to take middle ground here.
 Okay, I think bringing people in so they can come to one thing and vote is very
manipulative. He sees why you (Mara) did it. I see you are making a point. Cause it
should have been action upon by this years’ Steering Committee. Sorry to everybody
on the steering committee. But it should have been actioned because it was agreed to
be actioned. Hopefully this years it will be, and I hope our High Priesthood – enforce
it. That being said, again, a little underhanded, a little unethical in making your point, I
got a feeling you will get what you want; I think it will be auctioned this year.
Mara: That will be great.
Andy: I think the people genuinely love and care about the community.
Drew:
 I would like to put forth an offer. I’m not Priesthood of the WCC. Most of you know me
through Pagan Pride Day. I’ve had a lot of experience on boards of governance from
very different backgrounds all the way up. I know how boards of governance and
bylaws are supposed to be structured and written. I’d be willing to work with one or
two other people on a subcommittee ways and means committee or whatever you
wish to call it, to review this until its’ well made (?). But as an outsider, and someone
who is friendly to the WCC, and wants to see the pagan community grow, and that’s
where my agenda is coming from. Only growing the community, and not causing
division within it. I’d be willing to work upon this with a couple of people sit down and
review the bylaws, if this is where the point is coming from, and come back with some
recommendations and how to strengthen and address this.
Andy stated:
 There is one thing I wanted to add, this is being done by someone who is friendly to our
community. We are not a popular community necessarily, if a Christian group decided
to come in and attend, two (2) or three (3) circles, they could come in and vote
whatever they wanted here at our Steering Committee meeting. I think this is being
done as something to make a point. But I think we are actually vulnerable and we
really do have to review this. So I hope, that I think it’s you guys, the board that has to
review this. As I don’t think this has anything to do with the steering committee really,
is that correct?
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Janice responded with:
 The steering Committee can submit something to us (the board of Director,) to review.
Leslie asked what the original motion was as some had never heard it.

Mara’s Original Motion from last year:
That attendance at least once in the past 3 months is not sufficient to be classified
as an active member of Hamilton Temple at the AGM. The Steering Committee
be charged with investigating what constitutes acceptable membership
requirements for the voting at the AGM.
23 in favour; 6 no… Motion passed.
Leslie asked:
 So there no actual, should we have four people, there was no actual numbers to even
give directions, even an idea what… so why don’t we talk about what people would
think, would like, what a fair amount, number of meetings or classes to attend to in
order to vote.
Drew:
 That’s the idea where I was going with this because if you look at the best practices
that’s out there. In different sources of report of Governance and in light of the new
not-for-profit regulations, that are coming down not just from both the Feds but from
the province, they do set down the guidelines as far as to how many times you can
have people to come out, before they start voting on, supporting members, and active
members there are all sorts of things you can look through, as your best practices to go
forward.
Chair recognizes Red:
 Being involved with this community for the last 8 or nine years, I’ve seen a lot of change
in the Steering Committee and our manner of serving the community itself. Being
involved with the Steering Committee for 5 of those years, every time we have used
proxies, they have been proxies by long standing members, who have a vested interest
in the prosperity of this Temple. They are not parachute proxies, they are people who
have been members as long or longer than I am, and can’t make it. They have always
been validated by the Steering Committee and the community, because they are our
friends.
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Having this displayed as an object lesson, in order to silence my (Marlyn aka Red`s)
participation in the community because if there was four of if there were fourteen of
those proxy votes sitting there by people who can in once to sign that book, for the
sole purpose of voting, silencing my voice, on behalf of this community, I really, really
resent that. Flat out, I resent it. Because I worked tirelessly for this Temple and for
everyone of you. The thought, the thought of anybody, being able to sign the book,
and cancel my voice because they came out once for the sole purpose of attending this
AGM, to do so, I absolutely detest that. And I challenge any one of you to question my
commitment to this Temple. And the thought of that kind of action, makes me
incredibly angry. And I feel it does a disservice, an injustice to this group that serves
this community. Every single one of you that I`m looking at with a few exceptions that
I have just met or haven`t seen in a long time, have supported the out-reach programs
that we work for. We work to make a good name in this community. I understand
what you are saying about a Christian group, coming in, that`s purely hypothetical, and
theoretical but I understand what you are saying.
But that does not give anybody the right to silence the assembly. This is an assembly,
now just a minute, the purpose of this assembly is for people of this community to
choose the direction that this Temple, this Steering Committee; that we take out into
the community. You know we do, and the unfortunate back side to proxies is that, that
person may believe that they know their mind, but the presentation of new
information, that is none transferable somebody who is not here, it robs them of
making a choice, based on the information presented today.
And by going by that and allowing one person, to marshal that kind of dissidence
against the people who do work for this community; that really bothers me.
Andy:
 I actually completely agree with you. That is why I have said, (to Mara,) I believe that
what you have done is completely unethical. I`ve got a feeling; Mara will get a little bit
of blow back about this particular issue.
Mara: Ya think? (Starts chuckling.) ****
Andy:
 I think she believes it very strongly (Mara is laughing???) I think she believed in it very
strongly last year. *****
Marlyn: Why would you make an example of our friends?
Andy:
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 I can’t speak for Mara; like I said, I do believe she has gone too far and I believe it is
unethical. However, she has pointed out a weakness in our bylaws that needs to be
addressed. And that’s all I’m going to say.
Paul N:
 So the ends justify the means.
Chair interrupts Paul N., to allow Andy to continue.
Andy:
 No, I believe it is for each person here who is going to vote today, to decide if the ends
justify that particular means. However, all I do want to get to is that this is an issue
that needs to be addressed.
Whether you agree with Mara or not, and I’ve already said that I don’t. But I guess I
don’t disagree as strongly, because I do see the need for it. And if something wasn’t
done last year, I think it needs to be done this year.
Chair recognizes Dawn Carson.
 Mine is just a statement. You were saying about ethical and unethical, okay, my
daughter, our youngest member has been here for almost 3 years. Because of different
things going on in her life, she has been unable to attend for the last three (3) months.
She came here to support everyone knowing fully knowing she could not vote.
Mara: That’s not right either.
Dawn:
 That is going by what the rules were, and that was the ethical thing. I asked, I was told
she didn’t fall in; she missed it by one day. And she can’t vote for her community. And
she is perfectly fine being here just supporting her community.
Cynthia Carson:
 I’m going to add onto that, because you are talking about me. The reason that I decided
to go along with it and not vote was because I have not out, not been here for the last
three (3) months, and anything that may have happened in the three (3) months, I
don’t know about. I may have heard it from her or maybe someone else, but I don’t
know for fact. So, that’s why I also felt also, that when I was not allowed, that I was, I
agreed and still came to show up and support my community.
Chair recognizes Teresa:
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 I wanted to say that I totally agree with you (meaning Dawn/Cynthia.) I’ve been
Handmaiden-ing this year but, as of October I stepped down and my attendance
coming here, since October has almost been nonexistent, for reason I will eventually
tell you. I don’t think I have the right to vote, because I have not been here. I don’t
know a thing going on in the whole time I’ve been missing. I don’t think I can vote,
knowing, and knowingly and wisely because I don’t know what’s going on.
 A Lot of things have been going on while I’ve been gone and I get the emails, I get the
texts, I know there is stuff going on, but I don’t know for a fact. And I’m getting one
persons opinion, or that person’s opinion, I’m getting everyone’s opinion but I don’t
know for myself, I trust myself more than I trust anybody else’s opinion. So, I’m not
voting because I don’t know what’s going on. I totally agree with you and I’m here to
support my community like everybody else as well. (02:24:42.)
Chair recognizes George:
 There’s a very simple solution. Robertson’s rules of order specifically prohibit proxies.
So, we disallow all proxies, bang done.
Andy:
 You have to be here to vote, that doesn’t cover though what it takes to be a voting
member. Somebody could have come last Saturday,
Paul M.:
 That could be a discussion for the Steering Committee. It might not have to be changed
this year.
Andy:
 But I think the steering committee has to meet about it and make their
recommendations to the board.
Someone else (?):

Fine that’ll be a discussion for the Board.

Daniel:
 I’m listening to the discussion as an observer the point about the process is a good one.
But, the bylaws do specifically allow for proxies. Richard as said indicated that as
chairman of the board of the Wiccan Church of Canada, is open to a reviewing of a
bylaw change to the bylaws, and the gentleman in the back (meaning Drew,) Drew had
made a very wonderful suggestion to head up a committee to review them. If that
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does come to pass, I would like to ask if that can be brought to the Toronto committee.
So we would like to join you to bring these rules, these bylaws into the 21 st century.
Into the reality of what the church is today. I personally suggest three things.
#1) You already have voted to accept the bylaws as it was in a motion, you already passed.
#2) The Chairman of the Wiccan Church of Canada has already said, if you want to change
the bylaws, come up with some suggestions, give them to him, so he can review them
with the board, and take it to the whole membership of Church of Canada, and not just
take it to one member Temple but two.
#3) That the motion be put on the floor by somebody that to do that: To form the
committee, under Drew, invite the Toronto Temple to join in that committee and go
forward and review the bylaws.
Drew:


You do not necessarily need to throw out proxies; in other organizations, you can submit a
proxy vote, but to do it, you have to have your agenda posted in advance with your
motions. And your proxies are specifically to Yes or No to the number of items that are
listed. Motion # 1 is xyz…Yes or No. #2 yes, no whatever. So that negates the idea of
people coming in at the last moment and ramping up because of something being brought
on the floor. So it can only be voted on those thing posted in advance. That’s another way
around the whole proxy conundrum you are in right at the moment.

Deborah:
 For them to come in to vote, on something they are not here to listen to and
understand - is wrong.
Marlyn:
 I would like to put forth a motion that today’s proxies be disqualified because of the
discussion of whether or not it’s ethical or not; that this assembly today vote on things.
And that as it’s already motioned that the steering committee is going to covering this
–attendance and proxies.

Marlyn’ Motion: That today, only those assembled vote. 2nd Andy.
 Vote: All those in favour: 21

Opposed. 3

Motion passed.
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Jeff asked if he could speak. He started to say that what Mara had done was a complete
disservice… He was halted by the chair and Jeff left the room in disgust.
Andy’s Motion: (that they do not need to have results in three months but that they have to
be formed and working on it)

Andy’s Motion: that the Steering Committee in conjunction with acting serving
Steering Committee of Toronto to investigate, fulfilling last years’ motion, (that
attendance at least once in 3 months is not sufficient to be classified as an active
member of the Hamilton Temple at the AGM. The Steering Committee be
charged with investigating what constitutes acceptable membership
requirements for voting at the AGM ;) and that, that committee be formed within
3 months, with/including Drew.
Voting:
All those in favour: Yes = 21; Opposed 0.

(02:35:22)

Mara: One final thing.
 That now having now been done, I would like to say, I want to apologize to the
community for having done this particular action. Okay, I did not take it lightly to do
that. People know how long I have been here in this community. I have loved and
served this community for almost 17 years. The only reason I would have done that,
the only reason I did do that is because I felt that nothing had been done. And I felt
that the community deserved this to be acted upon. I understand that people are
angry, I own that. I knew there would be blow back from doing that. I don’t think there
are a lot of people here who would say that I don’t love this community.
And I have not worked for the betterment of the community and the survival of this
community for many, many, many years. Okay. The fact that I’m in disagreement with
a particular piece of governance does not in any way, shape or form, mean that I do
not love this community, the people in it. So you can take that as anyway you wish to
do that that is where that comes from.
Yes I knew that was not a fair thing to do, but that was the only way I felt that it could
be brought forward enough to get people’ attention to actually get something going on
that issue.
Chair recognizes Janice.
Janice:
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I would like to address that. Thank you for the apology, on behalf of the community.
However, I don’t feel that was your true reasons for getting those proxies. People have
told me the reasons you have given them in trying to get votes. And people coming
out to sign, has nothing to do with this proposed amendment and to the bylaws.

Mara:


Then I would say please name those people and say what they have said. Because if
someone is going to say that I have said a thing, then I’d, certainly anyone who is
accused or gossiped about or spoken behind their backs about has the perfect right to
face their accusers about what has been said. Maybe that is something for after the
AGM.

Janice:
 I will get in touch with those people and get their permission. And I will make it public
to all. The things that I have been told directly and indirectly, that you have said to
people, in order to get them out to attend within the past month. For the sole purpose
of signing the book. It had nothing, no mention at all about the bylaws. It had more to
do with running the Temple and the placement of people on a new Steering
Committee. And so I will check with those individuals, and get their permission at a
general meeting that will bring those issues up.
 That is why I am upset at the unethical nature in which you went about this. I don’t
have an issue with the changing of the bylaws. I’m fully in support of that. The
unethical nature in which you went about this, I have real issues with. Thank you for
your apology.
Chair recognizes Robb:
 Okay, I’m hearing this that we need to change the bylaws, and everything; and it was
brought up at last years’ Annual General Meeting. I was unable to attend for other
reasons. Now I look at it, we have a person that’s getting others’ proxies to vote on this
year.
 A member of the Steering Committee, have you discussed with the other members of
the steering committee about the changes in the bylaws?
Mara:
 We discussed it at the beginning…and it never occurred.
Robb:
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 Okay so, I don’t like the fact that you, what you’ve done.
Mara:
 I understand, and I don’t like the fact that you had to do it.

Robb:
 Why did you have to do it as a member of the Steering Committee? There’s one, two,
three, four people sitting there that you had contact with, that you could have said we
gotta get something going with this now.
Mara: Because I…
Robb:
 Rather than, oh I’ll will get this person, this week and get this person next week and
then I’ll have their proxy votes? Wasn’t necessary you had people you could have
communicated with, to do this change. Beforehand rather than the underhanded way.
Mara did not answer.
Chair recognizes Lorie Baker:
Lorie Baker:


I just wanted to address what Janice
said. Al and I used to be part of this community, and it wasn’t our path anymore. We
had no intention of voting today. I was making a point it was absolutely all about the
bylaw. And that nothing had been done. There was no mention of Priesthood; there
was no mention of anything. It was all about the bylaws.

Mara:
 I had four (4) proxy votes, and one of them is the Elf that you people just negated. You
just negated it. Elf’s been here every week, for ten (10) freakin’ years. Every week, other
than this past year. He came every Saturday with me since we have gotten together.
 Other than this past year when he has been on shift working and nights mainly; and
even then, he been here more than 50% of the time. Except in the last three (3) months,
and he came out specifically that one time to make sure he got to sign the book.
Because he knew that was the only way he could vote, either if he got the day off, or as
he didn’t tonight, send his proxy with me
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Marlyn:


And yet it was your actions that jeopardized that vote.

Mara:


Right.

Chair recognizes George.
George:
 I’ve been out an average this year of forty (40) plus weeks. Okay, I haven’t seen the Elf
twenty (20) times. Haven’t.
Mara:


I’ll look at his calendar that’s why I say how many, and I didn’t do a number. But if you
can show where he hasn’t been.

George:


I don’t keep track who’s been out, I keep track of who’s been out in my head. Ya, it’s like
know, because it’s a deal when you guys show up.

Mara:


Ya, well that’s this year. Tell me that he hasn’t been out every week prior to this
particular year, do it.

George:


You mean when you guys live here? Yah, then you were out a lot.

Mara:
 Yah every week.
Chair Kim:
 Actually no you weren’t Mara was... er Leora was working a lot of shifts, but yah know...
Mara:
 Okay I was. Okay we are getting into semantics.
Marlyn:
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 I agree with Mara, it is unfortunate that the bona fide people, that have an active
movement in this Temple regularly, are now negated. Unfortunately because we have
to eliminate the ones that may not be ethical. Because of that question we had to do an
assembly.

Chair recognizes Gwen:
 I really first of all, would like to say I really, agree with Robb, there were a lot of other
channels this issue could have been addressed; especially this specific issue. It was
raised, and needs to go through Steering Committee, and from the Steering Committee,
because the Steering committee has to lay completely out the outline of what they want
changed, and submit that draft to a further committee.
 Okay so I think with that said, the onus should be on all members of the Steering
Committee, not just the chair, every member to continually bring this up, this needs to
be done, this needs to be done, and there were a lot of other channels that this could
have taken care of.
 I’m been hearing from that a lot of people that there is a lot of upset. So, I’m wondering
if maybe we need to be doing something or action and not just talk. I’ve heard like from
other committees that, voting privileges have been suspended when members
encouraged people to come out to get voting privileges when they are not; I’m not
saying that’s necessarily the action to take but you might want to consider something
since, I’m hearing from the community that a lot of people are really, really upset by
this. Not just I disagree but I feel personally hurt, angry, offended. I think this need to
go beyond just talking about why we are upset. I think there needs to be some sort of
repercussion to this action, regardless why it was taken. It’s not appropriate at all.
George:
 If it makes it any easier okay, this also negates Debbie’s proxy because she had to leave
early. So all this does is cancel the two (2) proxies.
Chair recognizes Laney:
 I really love this church. I ended joining up about seven (7) years ago. And everyone
here welcomed me back with open arms and it made me feel great as a member and it
made me feel great as a person. Because I’ve also had many deaths in the family and as
a new dedicant I feel very warmed and very loved. Now I have a suggestion that why
not the Committee end up talking about this and end up privately getting together and
talking about it amongst themselves.
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George:
 I have some other new business. I recently received a note from of this Temple; who
specifically requested to remain anonymous, and I’m going to read a few excerpts from
that letter.
“I’m writing to you at this point, I don’t know who in our community to trust anymore. Please I
would like to remain anonymous as I would rather not like to be verbally attacked. I have
worked really hard to stay out of the political plotting that seems to be going on in the
background of the Temple. And since the summer, it really seems to be escalating and
poisoning the very structure of our Temple.
I can no longer see the difference between us and some of the more hateful churches and
religions. I have experience on my travels towards my path: anger, plotting, rumours,
backstabbing, and rejection, gossip, lies, stress, judgement, hidden agendas, and verbal attacks.
These are all things I’ve be subjected to for close to a year now.
I don’t want to be a part of this. I want to feel safe when I attend classes and rituals. I want to
feel a kinship with my fellow pagans. I want to trust that the Temple is the one place I can turn
to, but I can’t. It’s everywhere from those who attend on a regular basis. I don’t feel welcome.
I don’t feel safe. It was suggested that I stop going and this makes me really sad. I have lost a
few great really wonderful friendships here. I have lost my faith.”
 That’s ... I’m not going to tell you who that was because they did specifically request to
be anonymous. So I want to point out that Priesthood and the Temple staff –
Summoner and Handmaiden, we are very approachable. If you have an issue, if you see
an issue, please come and talk to us about it.
 We may not be able to solve it, but we may at least be able to give you some advice.
And we may be able to help deal with it. But trust me, if you don’t tell us what’s
happening, we can’t do anything. Okay.
 You need to understand this stuff; you guys are the community. So, when this stuff
starts, you are the ones who see it first. By the time we see it, that little fire in the
corner, has now engulfed the room. We need you guys to let us know when there is an
issue here. Now if you don’t feel you cannot come to us directly, the Temple website,
which is: www.hamiltonwcc.ca, there is a forum on there, one of the things on there,
there is a blind email address to all of the Priesthood***. Your email will show up to us
and nobody else. So you can write to us and say I have an issue. I need some help with
this. Whatever, it doesn’t need to be a disaster in the making or anything like that.
Okay? If you have a problem or a question, come and ask okay?
 The other thing you can do is PM any of us, through the Unofficial Official Wiccan
Church of Canada Hamilton Facebook page.
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 If you are not on there, jump on it and request to be put on and we will approve you.
Then you can PM any member of Priesthood on that list which is all of us and you can
drop us a note, saying I have an issue. We will do our level best and we will keep it
private.
***Email to Hamilton priesthood is priesthood@hamiltonwcc.ca
Janice:
 Just in addition to that, if you feel that you are not comfortable with any of us,
Priesthood active in Hamilton; if you go to the main WCC website**, all of your
Priesthood is listed there. All of your Toronto Priesthood, all the Priesthood of the WCC,
and there is a general Priesthood@wcc.... something or other***, go to the website and
click on it, you will get a message to a member of Priesthood.
 So if you are uncomfortable speaking to us directly, or emailing us, want to remain
private, you can get hit up somebody else in Toronto, outside of active sort of duty and
maybe they can bring it to us on your behalf. If you wanted to remain anonymous.
Okay.
** The list of individual priests is found at the bottom of the page:
http://www.wcc.on.ca/toronto.html
***The general email for priesthood in Toronto is priesthood@wcc.on.ca
Chair asked if there was anything else before we go onto voting.
Chair: So do we have nominations for Chair?




Marlyn : Nominated by Dawn and 2nd by Paul N. Accepted.
Shannon: Nominated by Nicole and 2nd Gwen. Accepted.
Deborah: Nominated by ? 2nd by Marlyn. Deborah Declined.



Back in the day, back in the 90’s we voted people on the Steering Committee, and then they
chose between them who was what. Therefore, for example if we got two wonderful glorious
people and I may want both of them on the Committee, but not both of them can’t be chair, so
if one of the two doesn’t get voted on as a member at large, or something.. why are we doing
things this way?

Jill:

George:


This is the way things are voted on.
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Daniel:


This is also the way we do it in Toronto now.

Paul M:


The community chooses who they want for the positions.



So we vote each time and then roll onto the next one?

Jill:

Mara:


That’s right.

Secretary and Mara ask about scrutineers.
Chair:


Are you asking for a ballot? I am asking...

Mara:


Yes, I am requesting the voting be done by ballot.

Chair:


I am nominating Richard and Daniel as Scrutineers. (The two are not voting.)

Voting : 7:30 pm. 26 Ballots.
Chair states that while we are waiting for people to sign, we might as well
nominate for the next positions.
Chair: Nominations:
 Marlyn: Nominated by Dawn and 2nd by Paul N. Accepted.
 Shannon: Nominated by Nicole and 2nd Gwen. Accepted.
*** Marlyn Declared Chair for 2013/2014.
Treasurer: Nominations
 Robb: Nominated by Gwen and Jill 2nd. Robb Accepted.
 Kim: Nominated by Paul N and Christopher 2nd. Kim Accepted.
 Nicole: Nominated by Leslie and 2nd James. Nicole Accepted.
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***Kim Declared Treasurer for the 2013/2014.
Secretary: Nominations
 Bella: Nominated by Kim and Robb 2nd. Accept.
 James: Nominated by Nicole and 2nd Deborah. Accept.
(Shannon and Dawn declined the position.)
***Bella Declared Secretary for the 2013/2014.
Members at Large: Nominated
James: Nominated by Janice and Kim 2nd. Accept.
Paul N: Nominated by George and 2nd Deborah. Accept
Paul S. Nominated by Andy and 2nd Jill.

Accept

Jeff. Nominated by Paul and Robb 2nd.

Accept.

Laney: Nominated by Gloria 2nd by Deborah.

Accept

Nicole: Nominated by Shannon and 2nd James.
Brad: Nominated by Marlyn and Gloria 2nd.

Accept

Accept

***James, Paul S, and Nicole for 2013/2014.

Closed: 8:24 pm. By Marlyn King.
Committee has been chosen: Feast or ritual next time…. Feast!!!
**********************************************************
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Additional Information: Wiccan Church of Canada Hamilton Temple
AGM on March 23, 2013.
The minutes of the May 5, 2012 AGM were accepted with an amendment (page 21):
As per Chris Witecki
Sorry for the delay. The event we are attending that was mentioned in the AGM transcript is as
follows:
"Ritual: The Witches’ Sabbat at Raven’s Knoll
When: Saturday, July 13, 2013
Where: Raven’s Knoll Campground, Nepean, Ontario
Web: http://www.facebook.com/l/eAQGt4vE2AQHImWUZUsuqkDy6PK5yd-IQyktCie9VKonnw/www.walkingthehedge.net/witchessabbat/
The Witch of Forest Grove will be hosting the main ritual Saturday night by taking everyone
between the worlds to meet the Horned Lord in an old fashioned witches’ sabbat fueled by
wormwood spirits, ointment, and smoke."

The Witches' Sabbat at Raven's Knoll
www.walkingthehedge.net
A weekend of witchcraft, spirit work and the cunning arts
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